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ST. ILLUMINATOR’S WEEKLY NEWS 

 

A weekend full of events at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral 

 

September 14 - 15, 2013 was a glorious weekend for the Cathedral‘s parish: 

Feast of Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Antasdan (The Blessing of the Four Corners of the World)  

Blessing of Basil and Madagh 

Weddings, Baptism 

Golden Anniversary 

Dedication Service 

Book Presentation 

 

       
 Rev. Fr. Lakissian blesses the faithful gathered in                                    Blessing of the basil 

           the Cathedral for the Antasdan service 

 

 

 

   

Faithful receives the blessed basil 

 

 



TRADITIONAL MEAL “HARISSA” – Ø²î²ÔúðÐÜ¾ø 

 

    

  

Rev. Lakissian and deacons of the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral during the Blessing of Madagh ceremony 

   

Preparation of Harissa                                                           Serving of Madagh 



A NEW MONUMENTAL BOOK BY HAWK 

A new book, that has taken many years of work to complete, was presented last Sunday at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral. The 

book, “One Church, One Nation,” is a result of a promise make by the book’s author, noted photographer Hrair Hawk 

Khatcherian, twenty years ago. 

Introduced by Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, pastor of the Cathedral, Hawk explained the events that led to this day. In 1993 he 

was diagnosed with terminal lung cancer and given only ten days to live. Khatcherian described how as he contemplated this 

grim prognosis, he made a promise to God that if He allowed him to live, he would photograph every Armenian church in every 

country in the world. At the same time, in the same hospital, his mother-in-law, Araxie, was given a diagnosis of advanced 

breast cancer. “She died holding my hand and she passed along the rest of her life to me,” Hawk told the audience. “I had ten 

days to live, not ten days to die. That was twenty years ago. I’m still around.” Appropriately, this book is dedicated in loving 

memory of Araxie. 

A lively and engaging speaker, Khatcherian described the ambitious project and his many journeys that took him around the 

world in fulfillment of his promise. The audience had many questions for him that he happily answered. Afterwards he signed 

copies of this newest volume as well as his other books that were available for purchase.  

 

 

   
 

   
 

 



DEDICATION SERVICE 

 

DR. ROUBEN MELIK VARTANIAN 

(1924 - 2007) 

 

On Sunday, September 15, after the Divine Liturgy, Dedication service took place in memory of Dr. Rouben Melik 

Vartanian, who since 1948 has been a member of the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and has served as a trustee, chairman of 

the Board and delegate. A plaque in his memory was placed on the wall of the Vestry. 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian with Melik Vartanian Family 

 

 

 
 

 

VESTRY 

DEDICATED IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

DR. ROUBEN MELIK VARTANIAN 

BELOVED HUSBAND AND FATHER  

DONATED BY 

MRS. GEMMA MELIK VARTANIAN AND CHILDREN 

ARMEN, DR. ROBERT AND SANDRA 



GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 

On Saturday, September 14, 2013, family members and friends gathered at the St. Illuminator’s John Pashalian 

Hall to celebrate 50
th

 Wedding Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Hovhannes and Berjouhi Yessaian, dedicated 

members of our Mayr Yegeghetsi. 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian presentes Mr. and Mrs. Yessaian the plaque which said: 

 

ÞÜàðÐ²ôàð²Î²Ü ¶Æð 

(î¿ñ »õ îÇÏÇÝ ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë »õ ä»ñ×áõÑÇ ºë³Û»³ÝÝ»ñáõ êáõñµ äë³Ï³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý 50-³Ù»³ÏÇÝ ³éÇÃáí) 

 

ê. Èáõë³õáñÇã Ø³Ûñ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ù»Í ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ ³ÝáõÝáí ÏÁ ßÝáñÑ³õáñ»Ýù Ò»ñ åë³Ï³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý  

50-³Ù»³ÏÁ: 

Î°³ÕûÃ»Ýù áõ ÏÁ Ù³ÕÃ»Ýù, áñ ²ëïáõ³Í ³éáÕçáõÃÇõÝ, Û³çáÕáõÃÇõÝ »õ »ñç³ÝÏáõÃÇõÝ å³ñ·»õ¿ Ò»½Ç »õ  

Çñ Ð³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñù»õ å³Ñ¿ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝ ºë³Û»³Ý  ÁÝï³ÝÇùÁ: 

 

²ÕûÃ³ñ³ñª 

Ø»ëñáå øÑÝÛ. È³·Çë»³Ý 

Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõ 

  ê. Èáõë³õáñÇã Ø³Ûñ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ                                                                                           

 

ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ 14, 2013 

 

 



EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS OF THE ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY OF 

EASTERN REGION VISITED ST. ILLUMINATOR’S CATHEDRAL 

On Sunday, September 15, Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian welcomed Executive Board of the ARS Eastern 

Region, headed by Chairlady, Mrs. Ani Attar.  The pastor greeted the members and wished them success 

in their endovers, and highly commended the dedicated service of the ARS.  

 

Rev. Mesrob Lakissian with Dr. Herant Markarian, Mrs. Ani Attar, Mrs. Valentin Berberian, Ms. Sevan 

Kolejan and the members of ARS NY “Mayr” Chapter 

 

 

PRAYER SERVICE FOR UN GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY 

V. Rev. Fr. Sahag Yemishyan and Rev. Fr. Mesrob 

Lakissian represented Archbishop Oshagan at the Prayer 

Service on the occasion of the opening of the 68th session 

of the United Nations General Assembly. The service took 

place at the Church of the Holy Family on Monday, 

September 16. 

The Reverend Gerald E. Murray, Pastor of the Church of 

the Holy Family, welcomed the guests. Remarks were  

offered by His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 

Archbishop of New York; His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-

moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations; His 

Excellency Mr. Vuc Jeremic, President of the 67th session     

                                                                                                   of the General Assembly; and His Excellency The Most  

      Cardinal Timothy Dolan with V. Rev. Sahag Yemishyan,               Reverend Francis A. Chullikatt, 

         Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian and Ecumenical leaders                  Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations. 

                                                                                                  The service consisted of prayers, readings, and hymns.  

                                                                                                     Many of the prayers called for an end of violence and war,        

                                                                                                 and especially for peace in Syria and the Middle East.  
    
 
 

 



 

 

SEMINAR ON ARMENIAN LITERATURE CONTINUES 

 

 

Last night, the third session of the seminar, “A Brief Introduction to Modern Armenian Literature,” presented 

by Dr. Vartan Matiossian, Executive Director of the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC), was 

held at Pashalian Hall. The session was dedicated to Eastern Armenian literature between 1850 and 1920. The 

next session, which will be dedicated to the literature of the Diaspora, will be moved to Wednesday, September 

25, from 7:00 to 8:30. All interested parties are welcome. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Vartan Matiossian 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



S  A C  R  A  M  E  N  T  S 

W E D D I N G S 
MARCELO PORTO and MELINE HOVNANIAN were united in the Holy Matrimony at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral 

on Saturday, September 14, 2013. 

James Barriga and Nadine Hovnanian were Best Man and Matron of Honor.  

We congratulate newlywed couple, their parents Mr. & Mrs. Camer and Gabriela Hovnanian and Mr. & Mrs. Miguel and 

Anita Porto.   

                    
 

Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Marcelo Porto, Meline Hovnanian 

                 and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian 

************ 

On Sunday, September 15, 2013 Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian participated at the Wedding Ceremony of 

EVGENY FANUK and SERPOUHI (CECEE) PANTIKIAN. 

 

 

Serpouhi (Cecee) Pantikian with her parents Mr. & Mrs. Sampad  and Aneta Pantikian 



 

 

 

 

 

BRYCE NELSON ISRAELIAN-GARCIA, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Garcia and Sabina Israelian-Garcia, was baptized 

on Sunday, September 15, 2013 at the St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral. 

Jesus Jorge and Lisa Tweedy were godparents. 

We extend our congratulations to the newly baptized Bryce Nelson and his parents. 

 

 

 Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Jesus Jorge, Lisa Tweedy, Sabina Israelian-Garcia with baby Bryce Nelson, Nelson Garcia     

                                                                               and Dn. Shant Kazanjian 

 

 

 



2 0 1 3 

Ð²Ú Øúð î²ðÆ 

THE YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN MOTHER 

 

 

 

 

                  Ø²ÚðÆÎÆê 

   ... ØÇ³ÛÝ ÑáÕÇ Ñ»ï Ï³ñáÕ »Ù ã³÷»É 

   êÇñïÁ Ù³Ûñ³Ï³Ý Û³õ»ñÅ µ³ñ»·áõÃ, 

   Ú³õ»ñÅ ëÇñ³é³ï »õ Û³õ»ñÅ ³Ýëáõï: 

   ØÇ³ÛÝ ÑáÕÇ Ñ»ï Ï³ñáÕ »Ù ã³÷»É: 

   àõ »Ã¿ ³Ýëáõï ³Ûë ÑáÕÇ íñ³Û 

   Ð³½³ñ Ó»õ»ñáí Ï»³ÝùÝ ¿ µáÕµáçáõÙ,  

   ²Û¹ Ýñ³ÝÇó ¿, áñ ÍáóáõÙ Ýñ³ 

   Ú³õ»ñÅ Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ Ùûñ ëÇñïÝ ¿ ÝÝçáõÙ: 

 

²Õ³õÝÇ 
 
 
 

 
 

My mother had a great deal 
                         of trouble with me, 

but I think she enjoyed it. 
 
                                                                           Mark Twain 
 
 

A father’s work is from sun to sun, 
but a mother’s work is never done. 

 
                                                              Unknown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2013 

 

´²ðºÎºÜ¸²Ü ì²ð²¶²Ú ê. Ê²âÆ 
 

²ôºî²ð²Ü Àêî Ø²ðÎàêÆ (10: 1-12) 

ÚÇëáõë ÑáÝÏ¿ »ÉÉ»Éáíª »Ï³õ Ðñ¿³ëï³ÝÇ ë³ÑÙ³ÝÝ»ñÁ, Úáñ¹³Ý³Ý ·»ïÇÝ ¹ÇÙ³óÇ ÏáÕÙÁ, »õ ¹³ñÓ»³É 

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á ËéÝáõ»ó³õ Çñ ßáõñç, »õ ÇÝù Çñ ëáíáñáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ Ýáñ¿Ý ³ÝáÝó Ï°áõëáõó³Ý¿ñ: ö³ñÇë»óÇÝ»ñÁ 

ÚÇëáõëÁ ÷áñÓ»Éáõ Ùï³¹ñáõÃ»³Ùµ Ùûï»ó³Ý  ³Ýáñ  »õ Ñ³ñóáõóÇÝ. - Ø»ñ úñ¿ÝùÇÝ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ Ù¿ÏÁ Çñ³õáõÝù áõÝÇ± Çñ 

ÏÇÝÁ ³ñÓ³Ï»Éáõ: ÚÇëáõë ³ÝáÝó å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó. - Øáíë¿ë Ç±Ýã ûñ¿Ýù ë³ÑÙ³Ý»ó Ó»½Ç: ²ÝáÝù å³ï³ëË³Ý»óÇÝ. - 

Øáíë¿ë Ù»½Ç ³ñïûÝáõÃÇõÝ ïáõ³õ µ³Å³ÝÙ³Ý ÃáõÕÃ ï³Éáõ ÏÝáç »õ ³ñÓ³Ï»Éáõ ½³ÛÝ: ÚÇëáõë Áë³õ ³ÝáÝó. - Øáíë¿ë 

Ó»ñ Ëëï³ëñïáõÃ»³°Ý å³ï×³éáí ³Û¹ ûñ¿ÝùÁ ë³ÑÙ³Ý»ó: ê³Ï³ÛÝ ëÏÇ½µ¿Ý, ³ñ³ñ³ÍÝ»ñáõ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃ»³Ý 

Å³Ù³Ý³Ï, ²ëïáõ³Í §³ñáõ »õ ¿· ëï»ÕÍ»ó Ù³ñ¹ÇÏÁ¦ »õ Áë³õ ³ÝáÝó. §²Ûë å³ï×³éáí ³ÛñÁ åÇïÇ Ó·¿ Çñ Ñ³ÛñÝ áõ 

Ù³ÛñÁ »õ Çñ ÏÝáç ÙÇ³Ý³Û, »õ »ñÏáõùÁ Ù¿Ï Ù³ñÙÇÝ åÇïÇ ÁÉÉ³Ý¦: Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ, ³ÛÉ»õë »ñÏáõ ã»Ý, ³ÛÉª Ù¿Ï Ù³ñÙÇÝ: ²ñ¹, 

á»õ¿ Ù¿ÏÁ ÃáÕ ãµ³ÅÝ¿ ³ÝáÝùª áñ ²ëïáõ³Í ÙÇ³óáõó: 

î³Ý Ù¿ç ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ ¹³ñÓ»³É ÝáÛÝ ÝÇõÃÇÝ ßáõñç Ñ³ñóáõóÇÝ ÚÇëáõëÇ:  ²ÝÇÏ³ å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó. – àí áñ Çñ 

ÏÇÝÁ ³ñÓ³Ï¿ »õ áõñÇß ÙÁ ³éÝ¿ª ßÝáõÃÇõÝ Áñ³Í Ï°ÁÉÉ³Û ³é³çÇÝÇÝ ¹¿Ù:  ÎÇÝÝ ³É, »Ã¿ Çñ ³ÙáõëÇÝ¿Ý ³ñÓ³Ïáõ»É¿Ý »ïù 

áõñÇßÇ ÙÁ Ñ»ï ³ÙáõëÝ³Ý³Ûª ÏÁ ßÝ³Û: 

 

ÖÞ. ÀÜÂºðòàôØ 

                                 

                                  ºë. 14: 3-17      ´. Îáñ. 10:18-11-10 

 

 

 

EVE OF THE FAST OF THE HOLY CROSS OF VARAK 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK (10: 1-12) 

   He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan. And crowds again gathered around 

Him; and as was His custom, He again taught them. Some Pharisees came, and to test Him they asked, “Is it lawful 

for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed 

a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of 

heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 

female.’ For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 

separate.” 

In the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same matter.  So He said to them, “Whoever divorces 

his wife and marries commits adultery against her.  And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, 

she commits adultery.” 

                                                   BIBLE READINGS 

                               Isaiah 14: 3-17    2 Cor. 10:18-11-10 

 

 



R  E  Q  U  I  E  M                           Ð à ¶ º Ð ² Ü ¶ Æ ê î 

 

 
 

 
 
Requested by: 
St. Illuminator’s Cathedral Family 

In memory of their beloved parishioner 

ANGELA NAZARETIAN – 7
th
 Day 

 

Requested by: 
Ms. Deanna Shakarian 

In memory of her beloved parents 

LEVON & ELENA SHAKARIAN 

 

Requested by: 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Karian and children Hudson and Summer 

Mrs. Nicole Karian Sims and children Shai, Charles and Galit 

In memory of their beloved father and grandfather 

SARKIS KARIAN – 40
th
 Day  

 

Requested by: 
Mrs. Ani Boorojian 

Ms. Hope Boorojian 

In memory of their beloved brother and uncle  

SARKIS KARIAN – 40
th
 Day 

In memory of their beloved parents and grandparents 

GARABED & VARTANOUSH (40
th
 Day) KARAOGHLANIAN 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 







 

   

 

 
Կազմակերպութեամբ՝ Նիւ Եորքի Համազգայինի Մասնաճիւղին 

  

  

ՊԵՏՐՈՍ ՀԱՃԵԱՆ  

ԳՐՈՂ ԵՒ ԱԶԳԱՅԻՆ ՄՇԱԿ  

 
ՅՈՒՇ-ԵՐԵԿՈՅ ՄԱՀՈՒԱՆ ՏԱՐԵԼԻՑԻՆ ԱՌԹԻՒ  

 

ԿԸ ԴԱՍԱԽՕՍԵՆ` ՎԱՐԴԱՆ ՄԱՏԹԷՈՍԵԱՆ և ՅԱԿՈԲ ՊԱԼԵԱՆ  

Կ՚ԸՆԹԵՐՑԷ ԼԻԶԱ ԵՍԱՅԵԱՆ 

ՀԱՆԴԻՍԱՎԱՐՈՒԹԵԱՄԲ ՌՈՒԲԷՆ ՊԱՐՍՈՒՄԵԱՆԻ 

Հոգեհանգստեան պաշտօն պիտի կատարուի Ս. Պատարագի ընաթցքին: 

ՀԻՒՐԱՍԻՐՈՒԹԻՒՆ 

ՄՈՒՏՔԸ ԱԶԱՏ 

 

Կիրակի, Սեպտեմբեր 29, 2013, ժամը 2:00-ին։  
 

Սուրբ Լուսաւորիչ Մայր Տաճարի Փաշալեան Սրահին մէջ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

September 5 to October 3, 2013 

“A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO MODERN ARMENIAN LITERATURE,” a series of five seminars presented on Thursdays, 

7 pm to 8:30pm, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.  Sponsored by the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC) and the 

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.  Presented by Vartan Matiossian, Ph.D. 

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 at 11:00 

OPENING OF THE SATURDAY SCHOOL 

In Woodside, NY 

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 at 7:30pm 

St. Illuminator Cathedral’s  

“HUYSER” Music Ensemble presents 

THE SOUND OF FREEDOM 

Celebration of Independence  

At the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts 

Tony Bennett Concert Hall 

35-12 35
th

 Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 

Tickets: $25.00 – $35.00 

 

Sunday, September 22, 2013 at 11:00am 

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral John Pashalian Hall 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 

Sunday, September 29, 2013 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  

Dedicated in memory of  

HAGOP TEHLIRIAN – 40
th 

Day 

BEDROS HADJIAN – 1
st
 Anniversary  

 

Saturday, October 5, 2013, from 2pm to 6pm 

Symposium “ARMENIAN WOMEN AS ARTISTS AND MOTHERS” 

Sponsored by the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC) at the St. Illuminator Cathedral’s  

John Pashalian Hall, on the year of the Mother of the Armenian Family. 

Lecturers: Melissa Bilal (Columbia University), Jennifer Manoukian (Columbia Univercity) and Vartan Matiossian (ANEC) 

 

October 24 to December 19, 2013   

BIBLE STUDY 

“THE LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS” - 8 session program presented on Thursdays, 7:15 pm to 8:45pm, at St. 

Illuminator’s Cathedral.   

Sessions will be presented by Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Executive Director of Armenian Religious Council (AREC) of the Eastern 

Prelacy. 

 

 


